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ENVIRONS OF PARIS 

This 15” x 18" oil painting, acquired by The Cleveland Museum of Art 
in 1929 and currently displayed in Gallery 10, reveals the ENVIRONS OF PARIS as 
perceived by the French artist Henri-Julien Rousseau (1844-1910). Rousseau 
finished the canvas between 1898 and 1900, some fifteen years after he had given 
up his routine job as a Parisian custom-house keeper to concentrate upon painting, 
a craft which before he was only able to enjoy during spare moments. 

The painting glorifies the Parisian outskirts. It is simple in design, 
has the soundness of an old Dutch master and in color scheme recalls certain 
paintings of the Low Countless . The cool sky is filled with light and atmosphere, 
the clouds form an integral part of the design. The cool greens and greys are 
vivified by warm but unobtrusive red-browns of incidental shutters, roofs, or 
distant chimneys. 

Rousseau himself had a rare spirit — a geniuneness and simplicity, 
a never-satisfied wonder and an ability to see glamour in the everyday settings 
of life. In his art he reconquered a certain primitive freshness by unconscious 
effort, although in this later painting the few flat tones and severe boundaries 
of earlier works have given way to more muted harmonies, softer contours and 
freer brushwork. 
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